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1. Rhetorical Structure Theory (RST)
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2. RST convergences
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3. Convergences as problematic
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5. The good news

. Convergences are unnecessary
» Refactoring increases functional specificity Corcassion L
Hershey had 2-3
1-3 planned to Restatement
Concession Restatement convergen_ce( convergen.ce( have all the
concession( concession systems up and "o ever there  The deadlines
Hershey had However there was The deadlines 1,2) 1 running by -\ aghardly any  Hershey had
planned to have all  hardly any time set ~ Hershey had set to restatement( restatement( Spring 1999. i 6 set aside set to
the systems up and aside for the system implement the ERP 39 3,2))) for the system  implement the
running by Spring to be tested. system were 2)) d to be tested. ERP system
1999. unrealistic. were
unrealistic.

6. Methods for inferring asymmetric structures

* Chaining
e Each satellite feeds into the satellite next closest to the nucleus.
* Did not usually result in plausible analyses
* Listing
e Restructured using the LIST relation
* Applicable to single-relation convergences only

* Laddering
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* On the LHS, the successive relations close in on the <

e On the RHS the relations build out from the nucleus.

* Enables expression of the structure as a fully
articulated relational proposition

* Generates plausible solutions for LHS and RHS analyses

7. Straddling the nucleus
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8. Conclusion

If convergences are undesirable, why are they so often used?

RST applications tend to make little use of diagrams per se

Yet it is the diagrams that make RST distinctive

An RST diagram is an articulation of the intentional structure of a discourse
Reading of a diagram is a bottom-up activity

Span nodes are integral parts of the diagrams

Refactoring clarifies the process
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